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rice-baby is cradled among brinjal leaves, a stone and a piece
of iron, and under a canopy of cool creepers and bark and
fibre and coloured thread.    The magician smears the seven
stalks with clay, " as medicine for their hurt from the knife,"
and hides them under neighbour stalks that are whole.   Then
after praying to the ancestresses of the rice to establish their
home in the field, the magician kisses the rice-stalks, and
heads  the  procession  carrying the rice-baby home.    The
fanner is ad.dressed as the father of the baby and his wife as
the mother.    She and her children are waiting and, as she
takes the basket from her husband, the woman exclaims:
" Dear heart!    My life !    My child !    How I have longed
for your return from your voyage !    Every day of your
absence, every month, all the year, I've missed you ;   now
you've returned safe and sound !    Come !    Your room is
ready ! "    For three days thereafter the household must keep
vigil, the fire may not be quenched, the food in the cooking-
pots may not be finished ;   no one may go down from the
house or ascend to it.    Thus all the precautions fitting for a
new-born child must be observed.    In Malacca the sheaf
from which the rice-baby is cut is called the mother :  it is
treated like a woman after childbirth, and reaped by the
farmer's wife.1
1 R. O. Winstedt, Shaman, Saiva, and Sufi, pp. 83-91.